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1935

A group called the League for the Physically
Handicapped in New York City protested
being denied jobs by a government
program. They held sit-ins and helped win
thousands of jobs for people with
disabilities.

1939–1941

During World War II, the Nazi government in
Germany carried out a program called
Aktion T4, which led to the deaths of
hundreds of thousands of people with
disabilities. This was one of the darkest
chapters in disability history.

1970

Ed Roberts, the first student with a
significant physical disability to attend UC
Berkeley, helped start the Rolling Quads, a
group that created the first Disabled
Students' Program on campus.

1971

Ed Roberts and others opened the first
Center for Independent Living (CIL) in
Berkeley, California. It helped people with
disabilities live independently in their
communities.

1973

The Rehabilitation Act was passed. Section
504 of this law said that any program
receiving government money must be
accessible to people with disabilities. This
was a major step forward, but it took years
of activism to make sure the law was
enforced.

1975

The Education for All Handicapped Children
Act gave children with disabilities the right to
attend public schools. This law was later
renamed the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) in 1990.

1977

Disabled activists held sit-ins in federal
buildings to demand that Section 504 rules
be put into action. The longest sit-in lasted
nearly a month in San Francisco. Their
efforts led to the signing of the 504
regulations.

1980–1983

Closed captioning became available on TV,
making shows more accessible for people
who are deaf or hard of hearing.
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This timeline shows some important moments in disability rights history. It doesn’t include
everything, but it gives a good overview of how people with disabilities have worked together to
create change.
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1983

ADAPT, a disability rights group, began
blocking buses to demand wheelchair lifts
and better access to public transportation.
Many members were arrested, but their
actions led to big changes.

1988

Students at Gallaudet University, a college
for deaf students, protested to demand a
deaf president. Their efforts succeeded, and
I. King Jordan became the university’s first
deaf president.

1990

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
was signed into law. It gave people with
disabilities the right to work, access public
places, and receive reasonable
accommodations.

1999

Kids as Self-Advocates (KASA) was created
by youth with disabilities to speak out about
their rights and support each other. The
organization is now known as Youth as Self-
Advocates (YASA).

2001

The National Disabled Students Union
(NDSU) was formed to fight back after a
Supreme Court decision limited the rights of
state employees with disabilities to sue
under the ADA.
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2004

The first Disability Pride Parade was held in
Chicago, celebrating the message: Disabled
& Proud!

2008

Largely because of the efforts of 20 young
people with disabilities (the West Virginia
Youth Disability Caucus), West Virginia
became the first state to require that the
history of the disability rights movement be
taught in schools for grades K-12.

2009

President Barack Obama signed Rosa’s Law,
which replaces the term "mental
retardation" with the term "intellectual
disability." This law is named for 9-year-old
Rosa Marcellino, a young advocate with
Down syndrome.
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