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Welcome! We will begin shortly. Phone lines are muted, and will be opened 
for Q&A near the end of the webinar.



Moderator
Artila “Tila” Mims

NCBDDD Family Liaison & Family Leader 

Arc of Illinois/Family-to-Family 



Agenda

1. Welcome and Objectives

2. Presentations

• Dr. Cynthia Hinton, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

• Ms. Jessica Franks, National Center for Birth Defects and Developmental 
Disabilities

• Ms. Nicole Pratt, SPAN Parent Advocacy Network

3. Q & A 



Disability and Disasters: Preparedness,
Response, Recovery

Cynthia F. Hinton, PhD, MS, MPH

Health Scientist, Disability & Health Branch

Individuals with Disabilities & Families of Children 

with Special Health Care Needs, Pre/Post Disaster

National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities

Division of Human Development and Disability



CDC’s National Center on Birth Defects and 
Developmental Disabilities (NCBDDD)



C-MIST framework

 Provides a flexible, cross-cutting 
approach to defining vulnerable 
populations to address a broad set 
of common access and functional 
needs

 Irrespective of specific diagnoses, 
statutes, or labels

 The functional approach defines the 
type of services needed but they do 
not specify how responders might 
locate vulnerable populations who 
have those needs



Persons with Disabilities

 Includes persons with physical, medical, sensory or 
cognitive impairments

 57 million Americans have a disability, and anyone can 
be at risk for developing one in their lifetime through 
illness, injury or aging

 Persons with disabilities are at risk during an 
emergency
 Confined to home

 Separation from caregiver

 Lack of access to medications or medical supplies

 Lack of access to care

 Lack of access to basic services- water, gas, electricity, telephone



CDC Preparedness:
Incorporating Disability into Preparedness and Response

 Public Health Preparedness Program (PHEP) awards
 Funded since 2002

 Supports 62 state, local and territorial public health departments

 Building resilience, effective communication, medical 
countermeasures, coordinating responses, surge management

 Must indicate how they are including vulnerable populations

 Vulnerable populations are at the table in planning, 
exercises and drills, and response
 Disability, maternal and child health

 At-Risk Task Force



CDC Disability Emergency Preparedness
Disability & Health Branch Funded Materials

First Level Bullet – Myriad Pro, Bold, 24pt
 Second Level Bullet – Myriad Pro, 20pt

• Third Level Bullet – Myriad Pro, 18pt

o Fourth Level Bullet – Myriad Pro, 18pt

• Fifth Level Bullet – Myriad Pro, 18pt

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/emergencypreparedness.html



“Get a Kit. Make a Plan. Be Informed.”





Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 1990

 Title II and its implementing regulations prohibit 
discrimination against people with disabilities and 
mandates accommodations be provided.

 However, nothing specifically addresses emergency 
preparedness.

 Planning has developed through litigation against 
state and local governments, against schools.

 Federal agencies have developed guidance and 
resources
 Notification, evacuation, transportation, sheltering, access to 

medical supplies and power, access to mobility devices and service 
animals, access to information.

https://www.adapacific.org /assets/documents/emergency-preparedness-litigation-legal-brief-2-2018.pdf

https://www.adapacific.org/assets/documents/emergency-preparedness-litigation-legal-brief-2-2018.pdf


Building Partnerships

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/images/69344



Recovery and Mitigation

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/images/128968



Resources

 Online Emergency Preparedness Catalog: Including People with 
Disabilities 
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/emergencyprepare
dness.html

 CDC State and Local Readiness PHEP Program 
https://www.cdc.gov/phpr/readiness/index.htm

 CDC Emergency Preparedness and Response 
https://emergency.cdc.gov/

 ASPR Access and Functional Needs 
https://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/abc/Pages/afn-
guidance.aspx 

 FEMA Disability https://www.fema.gov/disability

 “The Development of Emergency Planning for People with Disabilities 
Through ADA Litigation.” 
https://www.adapacific.org/assets/documents/emergency-
preparedness-litigation-legal-brief-2-2018.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/emergencypreparedness.html
https://www.cdc.gov/phpr/readiness/index.htm
https://emergency.cdc.gov/
https://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/abc/Pages/afn-guidance.aspx
https://www.fema.gov/disability
https://www.adapacific.org/assets/documents/emergency-preparedness-litigation-legal-brief-2-2018.pdf


Thank you!
CHinton@cdc.gov

For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta,  GA  30333

Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348

E-mail:  cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web:  http://www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities

Division of Human Development and Disability



National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities

Family Voices: Individuals with Disabilities & Families of Children 
with Special Health Care Needs, Pre/Post Disaster

Planning and Caring for Children with 
Special Healthcare Needs in Emergencies

Jessica Franks, MPH, CHES

Health Communicator, Children’s Preparedness Unit 



Overview

 Background: Children’s 
Preparedness Unit

 Children with Special Healthcare 
Needs in Emergencies

– Planning

– Response

– Recovery



Children’s Preparedness Unit



Children’s Preparedness Unit

To champion the needs of children in 
emergency preparedness and response

Build an 
evidence base

of best 
practices

Increase 
awareness of 

children in 
preparedness 

planning

Offer technical 
assistance as 

subject matter 
experts

Develop 
partnerships

with leaders in 
preparedness 

planning



2009 H1N1 Outbreak

2014 Unaccompanied Minors

2014-15 Ebola Outbreak

2015-17 Zika Outbreak

2016 Water Contamination, Flint, MI *

2016 Hurricane Matthew 

2017 Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Maria

Children’s Health Team

* Response led by U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security





Children with Special Healthcare Needs 
(CSHCN) in Emergencies



https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/children-with-special-healthcare-needs.html



CSHCN: Planning



Emergency Plans for Families

https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/infographics/easyasabc.html



CSHCN Emergency Checklists 

 Do you have all of your child’s medical 
information and general supplies? 

 Do you have back-up power and 
supplies? 

 Do you know how to get emergency 
medical supplies and medicines for your 
child? 

 Do you have all the medical supplies and 
medicines for your child? 

https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/checklists/special-healthcare-needs.html



CSHCN: Response



2017 Hurricane Harvey, Irma, & Maria Response

Photo used with permission from Natalia Toledo Melendez (CDC)



Response Activities: Public Outreach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seNoCbpxFuY&feature=youtu.be

https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/videos.html



CSHCN: Recovery 



Coping After a Disaster



Resources 

 Children and Youth with Special Healthcare Needs in Emergencies (CDC): 
https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/children-with-special-healthcare-needs.html

 Emergency Preparedness for Families with Special Needs (CDC): 
https://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2013/07/emergency-preparedness-for-
families-with-special-needs/

 Children and Youth with Special Needs (AAP): https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-
and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/Children-and-Disasters/Pages/CYWSN.aspx

 Transporting Children with Special Healthcare Needs (AAP): 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/104/4/988

 Emergency Preparedness for Children with Special Healthcare Needs (AAP): 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/104/4/e53

https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/children-with-special-healthcare-needs.html
https://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2013/07/emergency-preparedness-for-families-with-special-needs/
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/Children-and-Disasters/Pages/CYWSN.aspx
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/104/4/988
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/104/4/e53


For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank You!

Jessica Franks (luj8@cdc.gov)  

mailto:luj8@cdc.gov


Nicole Pratt
PTI Senior Parent Professional Staff Trainer, 
FASD Project Coordinator/Trainer, 
SEVA Family Engagement Facilitator, 
Statewide Parent Advocacy Network



The Jersey Shore Hurricane Sandy



Jersey Shore Hurricane Sandy



Jersey City, NJ Hurricane Sandy



Jersey City, NJ, Hurricane Sandy



Jersey City, NJ, Hurricane Sandy



Nicole Pratt: My Family Story





Resources

Knowledge is Power!  Spreading Awareness of the Zika Virus

Happy and Healthy from 0-3

Trauma and Developmental Disabilities

Emergency Preparedness for People with Disabilities

http://www.fv-ncfpp.org/files/8515/2709/3060/Zika_Presentation.pdf
http://www.fv-ncfpp.org/files/3815/2709/3059/Happy_and_Healthy_0-3_Complete.pdf
http://www.fv-ncfpp.org/files/6015/2709/3056/DD_Trauma_PPT.pdf
http://www.fv-ncfpp.org/files/7415/2709/3058/EmergencyPreparedness.pdf


Q & A 



Thank You!


